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Figure1. Dressed Carcass Weight 

 
Source: USDA, AMS 
 
 
The Markets 
With the Thanksgiving holiday taking center stage trade was light across all regions last 
week. The 5-area fed steer price did show some slight improvement at $83.21 on a 
liveweight basis and $130.82 dressed as compared to $82.77 and $130.05 the week before. 
Feeder cattle prices gained back some ground with varied outcomes across regions. Some 
reported steady prices and others were up as much $4 or more. 
 
Corn futures prices moved lower to start the week as oil weakened but resurged to end the 
week. Live cattle futures moved lower throughout the holiday shortened week and nearby 
feeder futures were steady to higher until Friday when the contract dipped lower. 
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  Week of Week of Week of 
Data Source: USDA‐AMS Market News 11/27/09 11/20/09 11/28/08 

5-Area Fed 
Steer 

all grades, live weight, $/cwt $83.21  $82.77  $89.82  

all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt $130.82  $130.05  $141.06  

Boxed Beef 
Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt $140.85  $140.10  $153.21  

Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt $7.79  $7.83  $10.26  

700-800 lb. 
Feeder Steer 
Price 

Montana 3-market average, $/cwt $92.43  -- $83.83  

Nebraska 7-market average, $/cwt $98.96  $98.53  $97.53  

Oklahoma 8-market average, $/cwt -- $93.94  $92.05  

500-600 lb. 
Feeder Steer 
Price 

Montana 3-market average, $/cwt $103.32  $102.71  $100.16  

Nebraska 7-market average, $/cwt $109.21  $106.21  $107.95  

Oklahoma 8-market average, $/cwt -- $102.14  $101.67  

Feed Grains 

Corn, Omaha, NE, $/bu (Thursday) $3.59  $3.61  $3.58  

DDGS Price, Nebraska, $/ton $122.25  $123.80  $132.00  

WDGS Price, Nebraska, $/ton $43.59  $43.63  $46.25  

 


