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In The Cattle Markets 
David P. Anderson, Professor and Extension Economist 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 
The Logjam Loosens a Little 
 
The logjam in cattle/beef packing caused by corona virus impacted employees has led to 
sharply reduced cattle slaughter.  As companies and various government agencies respond, 
there is some evidence that the logjam loosened a little over the last week.   
 
Estimated daily weekday fed steer and heifer slaughter bottomed out on April 28th and 29th at 
50,000 head.  That was down more than 40 percent compared to the 91-97,000 head per day 
at the end of March.  Since the bottom, daily slaughter has been slowly creeping higher.  It 
reached 56,000 on May 1st and 64,000 on May 7th.  While certainly nowhere near back to pre-
virus levels, which were elevated because of cyclically large cattle numbers, it does represent 
some improvement.   
 
Saturday steer and heifer slaughter levels have not declined much at all during this time of 
plant slowdowns as have weekday processing.  Typically, far fewer cattle are slaughtered on 
Saturdays compared to weekdays.  April estimated Saturday fed cattle slaughter was less than 
1,000 head below April 2019.   
 
Cow and bull slaughter has increased over the last 2 weeks using the estimated daily data.  
During the first week of May estimated cow and bull slaughter increased by 2,000 head.   It 
was about 4,000 head larger over the last two weeks than the two weeks prior to that.  Its 
worth remembering that the estimated slaughter data is normally revised as the actual data is 
reported.  That might suggest that corona virus has taken a larger toll at fed cattle plants 
compared to cull cow and bull plants.  Within cow slaughter, more dairy cows are going to 
market while fewer beef cows are being culled compared to a year ago.   
 
Weights continue to run above a year ago.  Steer weights have begun to move higher, bucking 
the seasonal trend of declining weights and were 37 pounds heavier than a year ago in the last 
reported week.  Heifer weights remain above a year ago but have been trending lower 
seasonally.   
 
Hopefully, we’ll continue to see the packing logjam loosen in coming days and weeks to the 
benefit of producers through higher prices and retailers and consumers through lower prices.   
 
The Markets 
Fed cattle prices jumped as the packing logjam loosened a bit.  Fed steer prices were reported 
as high as $110, particularly later in the week.  Of course, the boxed beef cutout continued 
higher every day and even within the days, setting new records daily.  Local auctions reported 
generally higher prices across the region.   
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  Week of Week of Week of 
Data Source: USDA‐AMS Market News  5/8/20 5/1/20 5/10/19 

5-Area Fed 
Steer 

all grades, live weight, $/cwt $104.50  $98.18  $120.34  

all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt $159.85  $154.36  $192.14  

Boxed Beef 
Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt $441.53  $349.01  $223.49  

Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt $18.15  $15.64  $13.92  

700-800 lb. 
Feeder Steer  

Montana 3-market, $/cwt $132.74  $134.83  $145.71  

Nebraska 7-market, $/cwt $135.26  $134.64  $149.83  

Oklahoma 8-market, $/cwt $128.87  $122.59  $141.85  

500-600 lb. 
Feeder Steer  

Montana 3-market, $/cwt $154.94  $157.89  $176.11  

Nebraska 7-market, $/cwt $159.92  $163.36  $179.74  

Oklahoma 8-market, $/cwt $149.15  $146.58  $165.06  

Feed Grains 
Corn, Omaha, NE, $/bu (Thursday) $2.97  $2.97  $3.50  

DDGS, Nebraska, $/ton $186.70  $190.30  $122.50  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


